VII. MISCELLANEOUS OPINIONS AND APOPHTHEGMS.
(This book and the following one deal with the same nine topics as " Human, All-too-Human," but the subdivisions are not separated one from the other.)
ALL good things are strong stimulants to life, even every good book which has been written against it.
Belief in Truth begins with the doubt of all hitherto accepted truths.
The most serious parody I ever heard was, " In the beginning was nonsense, and the nonsense was with God, and the nonsense was God."
It is always more comfortable to follow conscience than intellect; for after every failure conscience has some excuse, some consolation. Therefore there are more conscientious than wise people.
The origin of custom goes back to two considerations: The community is worth more than the individual; and a lasting advantage is to be preferred to a transient one. Hence the permanent advantage of the community must be placed before any advantage of the individual. Custom must be preserved, even though the individual suffer for the common good. This opinion, of course, is held only by those who are not the victims, for the sufferer naturally argues that the individual mav be of more value than the